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908-464-3100 x2410 

Diligent and focused completion of all reading assignments,  as and when assigned, is the foundation for understanding and 
success in every Social Studies course.  Students are responsible for all information in reading assignments and should be 
aware that not all information in the reading is covered during class time.  Valuable class time is used to expand upon and 
deepen student understanding beyond the simple foundation provided for in the reading assignments.  Perusal of online digital 
or another student’s notes is not a substitute.  

 

Goal:  Human Behavior is a one-semester course designed to give a broad overview of psychology, from its origins 
over 100 years ago to the most recent scientific findings.  Emphasis will be placed on how the material can be 
applied by you.   

Textbook  

Plotnik,  Rod.  Introduction  to  Psychology.  Pacific  Grove,  CA:  Wadsworth  Group,  2002.   

Required Materials 

1. A loose-leaf binder with filler paper 
2. A three hole punch for handouts that go in the binder  
3. Writing utensils including #2 pencils and blue or black pens 
4. Highlighters  

 
Course Outline 

Unit 1: Discovering Psychology 
Unit 2: Abnormal Behavior. 
Unit 3: Perception. 
Unit 4: Consciousness 
Unit 5: Learning 
Unit 6: Memory 
Unit 7: Intelligence 
Unit 8: Social Psychology 
 

Grading Policy   

1. Test Grades (100 points each) 

Tests, major projects, and/or major papers will be given at the end of every chapter.  There will be various 
projects in this class.  These could be individual or group projects and in-class or out of class.   

2. Reading Checks and Quiz Grades (10-50 points each) 

Reading checks and quiz grades will occur more frequently.  Reading checks will be unannounced, but you will be 
allowed to use your notes.  All reading assignments are eligible for reading checks.  Reading checks require 
students to show mastery of the reading assignment by demonstrating higher order thinking skills and the ability 
to make connections between the reading and broader topics and themes. 
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3. Class Participation 

Throughout the year, you will be given class participation grades.  This grade is given according to such criteria as 
answering questions, participating in discussions, asking questions, active note taking, how well you work in groups, 
behavior, tardiness, and overall use of class time. 

4. Final 

The final exam will be based on past test formats.  More information about this format will be available as the 
year proceeds.  The final exam is weighted 10% of the overall course grade as per the student handbook. 

5. Homework and Notebook 

Typically, homework will consist of reading and taking notes on pages from the textbook and current events.* 
Homework will be assigned at least once in a rotation and posted on the Google Classroom calendar.  It is YOUR 
responsibility to read and keep up with the assignments.   
*See notebook description on page 4.  
 
Late Assignments: 
In general, assignments, projects, papers will drop one full letter grade (10 points) for every late day.  Assignments 
submitted in the incorrect location on Google Classroom will be considered late.  Formal written assignments that 
are required to be submitted through turnitin.com have a dual submission requirement.  Both the paper and 
electronic submission must be made by the submission deadline or the paper will be considered late. 

*If you are having difficulties completing an assignment, please see me ASAP before the day it is due.*  

 

Google Classroom and Power School  

Students are expected to check their Gmail, calendar, and Google classroom at least once daily as these are the 
primary modes of disseminating information. 

Power School grades will be updated as soon as they are completed.  It is the student's responsibility to check 
their grades. 

Teacher Availability: Email and ‘Office Hours’  

Email is the best way to communicate with me for questions or to set up an appointment for office hours during 
lunch depending on my other professional responsibilities 

Expectations: Being Prepared 

1. All students are required to be in their desks very quickly by the time the bell rings.  We have a lot of 
material to cover in a short amount of time and you need to be ready to learn when the bell rings.  Also, 
students are to bring their assignments due, a writing utensil, and their notebooks every day.   

2. If you are late, you must present a pass and not disrupt the class.  After the second unexcused late, you 
must serve a teacher detention.  Your parent/guardian for any further lateness. 

3. Basic Rules 

o Respect everyone.   

o Listen when someone in the room is speaking. 

o Remain seated unless given permission otherwise. 



Absence:  

1. In the case of an excused absence: 

● Students are responsible for making up missed work.  
● Students are expected to make up missed work, including tests and quizzes, on the day they return to 

school.  
● Any test not taken within 2 days of one's return to school will result in a failing grade of “0”. 
● In the event of field trips, students must make arrangements with the instructor regarding tests and 

quizzes before the event. 
● Students that are late to school or class will not provided with extra time for work and students that are 

late to school and miss class should be prepared to make up work that same day. 
●  Exceptions will be made for extended illness or other extenuating circumstances that arise. 

2. In the case of an unexcused absence (Cutting Class): 

● Students who cut class receive no credit for the day and receive a zero on missed work, including tests and 
quizzes.  

 
 

Cheating and Plagiarism Policy: 
Cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment.  Instances of plagiarism will be reported to the 
Assistant Principal.   
 
 
Turnitin.com   
All PowerPoint presentations and formal papers must be submitted via turnitin.com.   
  
 
Act with Academic Integrity 
Cheating, copying, plagiarism (using someone else's words or ideas without citation), falsifying data, and other unauthorized 
use of materials is dishonest and will not be tolerated.  Most universities will expel a student who is caught cheating. In this 
class we will use an honor code similar to that found in many universities. Any major assignments, (not submitted through 
Turnitin.com), quizzes, or tests you turn in must contain the following statement handwritten and signed by you at the top of 
the first page before it will be accepted or graded. 
 
“On my honor I certify that this assignment is my own work and that I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on 
this (test, exam, paper).” 
 
 
iPads 
Students will be expected to bring their iPads to class, charged, on a daily basis. Not having your iPad is to be unprepared for 
the day.  Student use of iPads in the classroom is restricted to topics and materials which, per the instructor, further the 
implementation of the day’s lesson. Students who are off topic with their iPads risk negatively impacting their grade for the 
assignment and potentially face disciplinary consequences. 
 
 
Our activities and discussions will be fascinating and dynamic.  I look forward to working with you.  Have a great 
year! 

 



Human Behavior Notebook Instruction Sheet 
 

A notebook is required for this course. You will need a three-ring binder with white loose-leaf 
paper. Spiral notebooks are not acceptable. Since you will be required to turn in this notebook 
at the end of each marking period, you need to have a separate binder for just this class. 
 
This packet will be the first pages at the front of your notebook. 
 
The remainder of your notebook is to be organized into these sections using tabbed subject 
dividers. 

Section 1:  Your class notes, handouts, and writings in chronological order  
Section 2:  Current Events. (See Below) 

 
CURRENT EVENT ASSIGNMENT - Current Events are due the first time we meet every week.  
 
What does the Current Event have to be about? 
Each marking period you will have a different theme the current event must follow.  
 

1st Marking Period: Psychology, deviance, or human behavior 
2nd Marking Period: Learning, intelligence, or personality 

 
Where do I find articles to use for Current Events? 
 
A current event can be obtained from any newsworthy printed or online source. The New York 
Times, Time, Newsweek, CNN.com, and BBC.com are all good places to look for articles. Do not 
use publications such as People, OK, Star, etc. If you are not sure, please ask.  
 
Once I have an article, then what do I do? 
 
Cut out, print out, or make a copy of the article including the dateline. On the same page write 
a proper bibliographic entry in MLA format for the article. On the back of the page write or 
attach a summary of the article as well as your opinion or commentary on the topic. The total 
length of your summary and commentary together should be about one page .  
 
How will my Current Events be evaluated?  
 
At the beginning of the period the first time we meet each week I will check current events. I 
will initial your current event if it is the proper content, form, and length. A few students will 
then share their article with the class. Keep the initialed current events in your notebook. At 
the end of each marking period I will check your notebook for the proper number of initialed 
current events. The bulk of your notebook grade will be based on current events. It is 
important for you to maintain a well-organized notebook since these grades have a large 
impact on your marking period and semester averages. 


